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Egypt, thence to Italy and Sicily. In Italy he devoted himself specially to a study of the doctrine of Pythagoras. It is said that at Syracuse he offended the tyrant Dionysius the elder by his freedom of speech, and was delivered up to the Spartans, who were then at war with Athens. Ultimately he was ransomed, and found his way 241 back to Athens, but he is said to have paid a second visit to Sicily when the younger Dionysius became tyrant He seems to have entertained the hope that he might so influence this young man as to be able to realise through him the dream of his life, a government in accordance with the dictates of philosophy. His dream, however, was disappointed of 242 fruition, and he returned to Athens, there in the 'groves of jAcademusf a mythic hero of Athens, to spend the rest of his days in converse with his followers, and there at the ripe age of eighty-one he died. From the scene of his labours'his philosophy has ever since been known as the Academic philosophy. Unlike Socrates, he was not content 243 to leave only a memory of himself and his conversations. He was unwearied . in the .redaction and correction of his written dialogues, altering them here and there both in expression and in structure. It is impossible, therefore, to be absolutely certain as to the historical order of composition or publication among his numerous